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I MEMOEANDIM TOH 3 Contrecting Officer

BUBJECT ¢ Col. Ferrington's fequest to put ARDC's U-2's
ot Edwards AFB

! 1. As we have discussed before the idea of AEDC's three
airplanes being housed st Ldwards AYB, you know my foeling in this
regard. ‘y stand remains unchanged, namely, that as long as our
projeet iz active ani our mission has not been offieially compro-
mised, T will nct recomsend to my superiors or &pprove any request
to place :R1C's atreraft =t 7 .

2. Simply stated, my reascns are that regardless of how
securely they house the sircraft at Edwards, 1f this airplane is
flown there, within a matter of days every U.5. aireraft manuface
turer’s representative operating from Tdwards will know Guite
accurately the altitude, climb, endurance and funciicnal caps~-
bilitles. Turthermore, these representatives will without dcubt
relay such informaticn te their companies in order that they may
be aware of the latest performance capabilitles of asrcraft st
Edwards. This in turn will channel the information te the chief
serodynsmicists, the structural and preliminary design personnel
throughout the aireraft industry,

3. I aa aware that the Russians without doubt know reasonably
closaly the altitude and range capabilities of our aireraft;

J bowever, I do not think t:ey know all of :ihe funoticnal capabilities
25X1 The fact that such informaticn
has nc en pul 8 Tor country or acknowledged Ly ithis
country indicates to me that we etill have a regsonable dagree of
security. This I propose tc maintain as long 85 we are sctiva.
Having been a Wright Flelc man at one time, I know tbat they can
accomplish ary tests necessary to the sugosss of the S4C program at
plases other than Xdwards if they are willing to face the difficulties
encountered, namely o moving the project engineer and the pilot who
is o fiy the alroraft to amther location, Furthermore, T see no
teating of the U-2 which is vital to the completion of of ther our
mizsion or SAC'S since I believe we have txploited the capsbilities
of this airplane enough tc enable us to get the maximum out of it.

I see nothimg that ARDC gan gain in running sawtooth olimbg, spsed
tests, ete, which will greatly enhance the mission accomplishment
ef this bird in our program or in SAC's.
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ke Such being the case, I see no reascn why ARDC tests
can not Le delayed or eliminated, or cxducted at some sppropriste
base where our project’s security will not be jeopardized. T
understand that ay feeling is somewhat concurred in by Mr. Hicsell
though posaibly not as strongly as 1 feel, and also that
Xally Johnscn alsc shares tc & degree my feeling of not waniing
to place the U-2 at Fdwerds as long as we wtill have any degree
cof sscurity io guard.

J. &, GIBDS
Deputy Project Director
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